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right of British vessels freely to navigate the American
seas,

Then, again, Walpole must havo known, as the event
so swiftly proved, that his opponents, ai they then
stood, wore incapable of forming a strong government,
of conducting a war with vigour or making a, peace
with skill, and that not one of thorn was comparable to
himself in experience, knowledge, or ability, cither as
negotiator or administrator, Pitt as yet was only a
declaimer, Oartoret was a marvel of temerity and levity,
and Pultoney, as we shall presently see, had neither
nerve nor judgment for a oriain, Walpole might almost
be excused for asking himself whether it could be his
duty to leave the fate of hit country to men who had
shown themselves so recklessly unscrupulous and un-
principled, and who were destined, ai he foresaw, to
show themselves so profoundly incompetent, Finally,
he may, without any baseness, have felt some of that
special allegiance towards the king, which within limits
we regard as a virtue whfin shown towards fricmds and
colleagues in a party. The king's appual, "Will you
desert mo in my greatest diffioultiua 1" wai not one that
after so many years of wrviea Walpole could listen to
with indittorence. That lie should have made himself
an accomplice in an unjust anil miichiovotw foreign war
in order to help George II, was like Mr, Pitt's abandon"
mont of the Catholic claim fit the risk of a civil war to
please King George's grandson. None of these pleas,
however, stand good before the tribunal of history;
they may explain, but they cannot extenuate this grave
error in Wai pole's career, or nflaco the one ierioui stain
on his political reputation,to acknowledge the
